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IELTSTM Postcards and videos
Teaching tips

Listening — what did | miss?

1 2 3 4

Topic Environment
Incorrect spelling  1lll

Didn’t know the
word
Misheard the word |

Missed the word
entirely

Lost my place

Reason for error

Misunderstood
question/keyword
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Script #5: 4-square discussion

When discussing an article or controversial topic, we use a 4-square script to encourage students to use different
categories of discussion phrases. In this model, the script is created in a shared Google Slide. Every time students use a
phrase, they move one of their icons into the corresponding box to track their own language preduction. Another way to
track students’ use of the phrases is to assign 5 points every time one is used with the instructor playing the role of score
keeper, and the debate must continue until the class hits 100 points.

What is Flipped Learning?

According to the Flipped Learning Network (£, flipped leaming is a “a pedagogical approach in which direct instruction
moves from the group learning space to the individual learning space, and the resulting group space is transformed into a
dynamic, interactive learning environment where the educator guides students as they apply concepts and engage
creatively in the subject matter”

Let me provide a very simple example of what this might look like in an ESL/EFL context. Let’s take an example of a
arammar lesson on adiective clauses. In a flipped learning model, students would prepare for class by watching a video
— PP ¢ ) prep Y ¢ Say Your Opinion Agree/Disagree 9 99 -9
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ibes what adjective clauses are, why they are used, and the various ways to create them. In this
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. an instructor might have a stack of cards with common or proper nouns on them. Students take o e @ @ ® ©

saying a sentence about the noun (without saying the word on the card) using an adjective

instructors incorporate active learning strategies and plan class activities aimed at higher levels Ask Add
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4 Produce new or original work Fig. 6 4-Square Example ) Y.
Design, assemble, construct, conjecture, develop, formulate, author, investigate
Justify a stand or decision SCI'lpt #6: Dice roll
aise, argue, defend, judge, select, support, value, critique, wei,
evaluate o e 5 i = Gamification like rolling dice [ can spice up grammar practice. The first script practices past continuous. The second
Draw connections among ideas script drills -ed/-ing adjectives with an added prefab rejoinder.
differentiate, organize, relate, compare, contrast, distinguish, examine, [p— l
experiment, question, test * =915 ’ : IL

Use information in new situations ®q 10
execute, implement, solve, use, demonstrate, interpret, operate, o) =10:45
schedute, sketch

Explain ideas or concepts What were you doing at..?
classily, describe, discuss, explain, identify, locate, recognize, vl o

Recall facts and basic concepts

®s, -12:30

Vanderbilt University Center for Teaching

Why is Flipped Learning important? ——
Fig.7 Dice Roll Example A
Flipped learning places students as active participants in their own learning and provides several benefits. First, when
students have access to direct instruction at home, whether through video or text, they can review the concept multiple [T p—— I“
®  exciting

times at their own nace. Secondlv. when class time is spent havinag students apply. analvze evaluate and create the
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ESL Instruction

The Power of Student Feedback

29 March 2021 « Misty Wilson

The Power of Student Feedback

If the only time you elicit feedback from your students is on course evaluations at the end of the f
wrong. Imagine if you only got a performance review from your supervisor on your last day of wor
wait till the term is over to get a pulse on your students. In this post. | explain why student feedbe-
key considerations, and suggestions for different types of guestions.

Why Does Student Feedback Matter?

If you have been teaching for any amount of time then you probably know how charged the idea ¢
evaluations can be. The fact that student course evaluations are often biased against women is n
one recent Gender Bias in Student Evaluations study & found this to be true even in online clas:
femnale instructors teach the identical online course. Some schools, such as The University of Southermeamonmmermave=————
gone so far as to remove student course evaluations from faculty promotion decisions & While the role student course
evaluations should play in employment decisions might be complicated, the role they should play in your own teaching
practices shouldn't be. Student feedback is more than just an appraisal of your teaching, it is one way to build trust and
strengthen your relationship with your students.

The Three Keys to Student Feedback

There are three important considerations when eliciting student feedback: timing, content, and response.

ESL Instruction

The Power of Student
Feedback

March 2021

Key #1: Timing. You want to reach out early and often to elicit student feedback. Depending on how often you meet with
your students, you may want to get feedback as early as the first week or after a few classes. Checking in with students
early on sets the tone for the class. It communicates that their input is important. At the very least, you should also
schedule a midterm check-in. Some of the best instructors | ever met incorporated feedback as often as every week.

Key #2: Content. If you are reaching out frequently, then you can change up the questions you ask. Below | provide
different types of feedback you might want to elicit.

Daily check-ins. Use the last 3 minutes of class to have students write out one thing they learned and one question that
went unanswered. Whether you have them use paper and pen or apps like PollEverywhere &, you might be surprised to
find out what your students say they learned. Also, international students in particular are less likely to voice questions
during class, so this provides them a safe way to let you know if they were left with any questions.

IELTS preparation

The Chunking Method: Teaching Language
Learners how to Paraphrase

01 March 2021 + Misty Wilson

Whether you are preparing learners to write research papers or to take the IELTS Writing Test, par

important skill; however, the task of taking a long sentence with elevated vocabulary and trying to

overwhelming. Furthermore, students who attempt to paraphrase and fail may be accused of plagi w
students preparing for academic work in English have a solid foundation in how to paraphrase. Ini |ELTS preparation
introduce one method of paraphrasing called the “Chunking Method."” and I'll also explain how par: The Chunking Method:
the IELTS Writing Test. Teaching Language

Learners how to
Using the Chunking Method

Paraphrase
When writing academic papers, students are expected to incorporate the ideas of others through a w

Blog for teachers

quotations and paraphrases. Instructors often suggest students paraphrase more than they quote to show they understand
the quotation and to maintain their own voice throughout the essay.

Paraphrasing, however, is not something that comes naturally to students and so instructors should include time in their
lessons for explicit paraphrasing instruction. Though there are many methods, the chunking method is one | have found
great success in. | am not sure who is credited for inventing this approach, but | first learned about this method of
paraphrasing in Dollahite and Haun's academic writing textbook, Sourcework &£

The Chunking Method includes three steps: chunking, rephrasing, and reorganizing. | will explain each step and provide an
example.

Step #1: Chunk the sentence

The first step of this method is chunking. To do this, students must separate the sentence into smaller segments - think
adverb clauses or prepositional phrases. They can do this by adding a slash between chunks. If you are teaching a mixed
skills class, then it is great to review thought groups before this as it lends itself well to understanding where slashes might
go. | have given an example sentence below:

This graph gives information / about cinema attendance in Australia / between 2010 and the present, / with
projections to 2030.

Step #2: Rephrase each chunk

Mow that the sentence has been separated into smaller units, students will reword each chunk. Not only is it easier to
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Clearly describe or
To be considered you should submit: llustrate your idea; what it

IS and how it works

An overview of an educational activity or
learning resource (you have developed)

which could help prospective IELTS Explain how it could benefit
candidates prepare for the test. prospective candidates

Your submission should be between 400-

500 words. Describe how it could be

adapted and used by other
teachers and learners.
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Morgan Terry Memorial IATEFL Scholarship

\ -

The award consists of:

v" registration for the TEA SIG's pre-IATEFL conference event :

v’ registration for IATEFL (" 1ate )
v ayear's IATEFL membership

v" a maximum of five nights' accommodation

v" travel costs including an economy flight to the UK and GBP 55.00/day expenses.
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Morgan Terry Memorial IATEFL Scholarship

“... nothing had prepared me for the “l never thought about winning, as |

fabulous multiculturalism, breath-
taking volume of choice, sheer
speed, bazaar atmosphere of the
book fair and technical wizardry of
my first IATEFL conference... | met
passionate teachers from all over
the world all only too glad to share
ideas and experience.”

Alison Featherstone, IATEFL
Liverpool

" iatefl

the IATEFL conference has been
one of the highlights of my
professional career to date. | learnt
so much in such a short time. It
was an intensive week of
workshops and sessions
throughout the day and sharing
ideas and information with
teachers from all over the world in
the evening. I've come back with
heaps of new ideas and can’t wait
to implement them in my classes.”

Sonja Zander, IATEFL Birmingham

- -

considered the IELTS workshops
being run by our college as a
natural extension of our remit. It
was a pleasure to be at the IATEFL
conference in Glasgow. Not only
was the IATEFL conference a
wonderful occasion to meet many
of my peers from around the world,
but it also offered a tremendous
opportunity to learn new teaching
methods and grow as an instructor.
The experience was absolutely
invaluable.”

Savva Papandony, IATEFL

KGIasgow /
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Caroline Clapham Masters
Award

» Masters level dissertation or thesis in English which
makes the most significant contribution to the field of
language testing — not specifically IELTS

» Annual call for submissions — supported by academic
supervisor

» The Award includes:
v' £1,000

v a fully sponsored trip to a language testing
conference to receive the certificate

lelts.org/for-researchers/grants-and-awards/ielts-masters-award
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IELTS Progress Check

Build skills and confidence: Focus preparation:
 |ELTS Academic and « Marked by qualified IELTS [ 7\
General Training markers ‘ y
« Prompted and recorded « Detailed feedback with
Speaking tests indicative band scores
« Times and untimed tests « Receive results within five
days

i
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The IELTS Teacher Training Program

| thought the course was
excellent. It was well
presented and explained in a

IELTS Writing and Speaking courses simple step by step manner

Free resource available to all TESOL and IELTS teachers

Academic and General Training Writing

It puts the whole IELTS teaching into
perspective. | found new insight into what
to focus on and what approach to take
and | will for sure apply it in my classes.

Authentic ‘live’ materials and official IELTS samples

10 hours worth of learning for each course

Practice in using the public assessment criteria

N N N N N RN

Receive a certificate of completion

The course offers a unique
insight into the process by which
students will need to prepare.

&idp lelts.com.aulielts-for-teachers/ielts-teacher-training-program/
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Additional teacher support tools

v" |ELTS for Teachers
[IaceEooR.com?qroups?ZIZI / 829285811390]

v Newsletter for teachers

M takeielts.britishcouncil.org/teach-ielts/newsletter

reading
P v' Teach IELTS videos
s e takelelts.britishcouncil.org/teach-ielts/teaching-resources/videos|

OI=] v Lesson and activity plans
takelelts.britishcouncil.org/teach-ielts/teaching-resources/lesson-plans|

:: COUNRIL takeielts.britishcouncil.org/teach-ielts
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Additional teacher support tools

IELTS

Teaching IELTS Blog YouTube playlist Practice Makes Perfect
Classroom ideas for learner Webinar series with IELTS website
success. teachers and authors. Resources to get the most out of

Cambridge practice tests.

pit.[y/TELTSWOBL bit.ly/teachinglELTS Practicemakesperfect.cambridge.org
We Love IELTS website Mindset for IELTS How to teach IELTS course
Resources and blog articles aimed Four-level, blended preparation 20-hour online course with
at learners. course with teaching guide. certificate.
w'ﬁl MINDSET
|ELTS I FOR IELTS
weloveielts.org [Cambridge.org/mindset]| bit.ly/teachlELTScourse

=5 CAMBRIDGE cambridge.org/teachinglELTS |
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Examiner recruitment and training
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Examiner
Recruitment

Global, stringent
minimum
professional
requirements

Training

Intensive, four
day, face-to-face
training

Certification

To demonstrate
examiners can apply
the assessment
criteria accurately
and reliably

Monitoring

Consistent, on-going
monitoring to ensure
continuous accuracy
of ratings and
procedures

Standardisation
and
Recertification

Held every two years
by an examiner trainer
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